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Today, plenty of sunshine, season- 
ably cold, high 39. Tonight, clear, low 
32. Tomorrow, sunshine mixing with 
some clouds, becoming milder, high 
54. Weather map is on Page A13. 
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President Trump in Davos, Switzerland, on Thursday. The economic forum welcomed its top critic with a reception and warm words. 


DAVOS MEMO 


Titans Wary, 
But Warmer 
To President 


By PETER BAKER 
and PETER S. GOODMAN 


DAVOS, Switzerland — When 
President Trump arrived on 
Thursday at the conference 
center where the world’s finan- 
cial and political elite have been 
meeting, onlookers crowded a 
balcony and craned their heads 
to see the leader who has chal- 
lenged the very international 
order that Davos represents. At 
first, it was quiet. Then someone 
called out a question. 

“Are you going to be treated 
well?” he was asked. 

“You tell me,” Mr. Trump re- 
plied. 

The reverse question was 
unasked but hung in the air: 
How was he going to treat them? 

If he was not exactly entering 
the lion’s den, it was nonetheless 
a fraught moment for both sides 
as the America First president 
ventured into the lair of the 
we-are-the-world banking titans, 
corporate magnates and interna- 
tional leaders who have spent 
decades preaching the virtues of 
global integration. 

Rather than confrontation, 
both sides labored for concilia- 
tion, at least to a point. For one 
afternoon and evening, at least, 
Mr. Trump threw no protectionist 
grenades and even broached the 
possibility, however remote, that 
he would re-enter a Pacific trade 
agreement that he scrapped last 
year, if it were renegotiated. For 
its part, the Davos crowd wel- 
comed its top critic with a recep- 
tion and warm words. 

The mood was strikingly dif- 
ferent from a year ago, when Mr. 
Trump was about to take office 
and the globalists meeting in this 
mountaintop getaway reeled in 
shock, panicked that his cam- 
paign promises meant the end of 
the movement they had nurtured 
for decades. 

A year later, many of the busi- 
ness and political elites remain 
dismissive of him, privately 
rolling eyes and using words like 
“madman,” but there was excite- 
ment about economic growth, 
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MENDING FENCES The president 
tried to smooth a rift with Britain 
but may have created another 


with the Palestinians. PAGE A10 


Immigration Offer: Citizenship and Stern Tactics 


By MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
and SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump proposed legislation on 
Thursday that would provide a 
path to citizenship for as many as 
18 million young undocumented 
immigrants in exchange for an 
end to decades of family-based 
migration policies, a costly border 
wall and a vast crackdown on 
other immigrants living in the 
country illegally. 

Describing the plan as “ex- 
tremely generous” but a take-it- 
or-leave-it proposal, White House 
officials said they hoped it would 
be embraced by conservatives 
and centrists in Congress as the 
first step in an even broader effort 
to fix the nation’s immigration 
system. 

Officials said the legislation 


A Wall, Tougher Rules 
and Opportunity for 
18 Million 


would pave the way to citizenship 
not only for the 690,000 people 
who had signed up for protection 
under an Obama-era program, 
known as Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, but 
also for another 1.1 million undocu- 
mented immigrants who would 
have qualified for the program but 
never applied. Mr. Trump ended 
the DACA program, whose protec- 
tions did not include a path to citi- 
zenship, last September. 

But the new plan — drafted by 
Stephen Miller, the president’s 
hard-line domestic policy adviser, 


and John F Kelly, the White House 
chief of staff — was immediately 
rejected by Democrats, immigra- 
tion advocates and some Republi- 
cans, with some describing it as 
nothing but an attempt to rid the 
country of immigrants and shut 
the nation’s borders. 

Republican and Democratic 
senators are working on a nar- 
rower immigration plan of their 
own. They hope that if it can pass 
the Senate with a strong biparti- 
san majority, it will put pressure 
on the House — where attempts at 
immigration overhauls have died 
in recent years — to pass the legis- 
lation as well. 

Senate passage of a bipartisan 
bill could perhaps leave Mr. 
Trump with the take-it-or-leave-it 
decision. Just over two weeks ago, 
in a televised negotiating session 
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Huy Pham, who came to the country legally, opposes concessions for undocumented immigrants. 


Legal Path for ‘Dreamers’? These People Say No 


By MIRIAM JORDAN 


For Pav Sterry of Columbus, 
Ohio, legalizing any undocument- 
ed immigrants — even those who 
came as children without a choice 
in the matter — is just plain 
wrong. 

Huy Pham of St. Paul believes 
any concessions for the so-called 
Dreamers will unleash another 
tidal wave of illegal immigration. 
And Daniel Cotts of Phoenix re- 
gards “blanket amnesty” for them 
as unfair to foreigners who lan- 


guish for years waiting to come 
here the legal way. 

Poll after poll has shown that a 
large majority of Americans sup- 
port protections for young immi- 
grants who were brought to the 
United States illegally as children. 

Yet there remains a slice of the 
American public for whom the 
idea of legalizing an undocument- 
ed immigrant has not gotten bet- 
ter with age. 

They do not dispute that most of 
the immigrants are eager and 
hardworking and did not choose 


their station in life. But for these 
voters, that is all beside the point. 

“I think DACA recipients should 
be given a few months to get their 
affairs in order and return to their 
home countries,” said Ms. Sterry, 
58, a former math teacher, refer- 
ring to the Obama-era program, 
Deferred Action for Childhood Ar- 
rivals, that President Trump has 
ended but which could be revived 
or replaced in a congressional 
deal. 

And to those who contend that 
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TRUMP ORDERED 
MUELLER'S FIRING 
BUT WAS REFUSED 


President Is Said to Have Backed Down 
After Lawyer Threatened to Quit 


By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT and MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump ordered the firing last June 
of Robert S. Mueller III, the spe- 
cial counsel overseeing the Russia 
investigation, according to four 
people told of the matter, but ulti- 
mately backed down after the 
White House counsel threatened 
to resign rather than carry out the 
directive. 

The West Wing confrontation 
marks the first time Mr. Trump is 
known to have tried to fire the spe- 
cial counsel. Mr. Mueller learned 
about the episode in recent 
months as his investigators inter- 
viewed current and former senior 
White House officials in his inqui- 
ry into whether the president ob- 
structed justice. 

Amid the first wave of news me- 
dia reports that Mr. Mueller was 
examining a possible obstruction 
case, the president began to argue 
that Mr. Mueller had three con- 
flicts of interest that disqualified 
him from overseeing the investi- 
gation, two of the people said. 

First, he claimed that a dispute 
years ago over fees at Trump Na- 
tional Golf Club in Sterling, Va., 
had prompted Mr. Mueller, the 
FB.I. director at the time, to re- 
sign his membership. The presi- 
dent also said Mr. Mueller could 
not be impartial because he had 
most recently worked for the law 
firm that previously represented 
the president’s son-in-law, Jared 
Kushner. Finally, the president 
said, Mr. Mueller had been inter- 
viewed to return as the F.B.I. di- 
rector the day before he was ap- 
pointed special counsel in May. 

After receiving the president’s 


order to fire Mr. Mueller, the 
White House counsel, Donald F 
McGahn II, refused to ask the Jus- 
tice Department to dismiss the 
special counsel, saying he would 
quit instead, the people said. They 
spoke on the condition of ano- 
nymity because they did not want 
to be identified discussing a con- 
tinuing investigation. 

Mr. McGahn disagreed with the 
president’s case and told senior 
White House officials that firing 
Mr. Mueller would have a cata- 
strophic effect on Mr. Trump’s 
presidency. Mr. McGahn also told 
White House officials that Mr. 
Trump would not follow through 
on the dismissal on his own. The 
president then backed off. 

Ty Cobb, who manages the 
White House’s relationship with 
Mr. Mueller’s office, said in a 
statement, “We decline to com- 
ment out of respect for the Office 
of the Special Counsel and its 
process.” 
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Robert S. Mueller III last June, 
the month of the firing order. 


Michigan State 
Now the Focus 
Of Abuse Cases 


By MITCH SMITH 
and ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS 


Michigan State University was 
propelled on Thursday to the cen- 
ter of the sexual abuse scandal in- 
volving Dr. Lawrence G. Nassar, 
as state and federal agencies 
mounted investigations demand- 
ing to know what the college knew 
of his behavior and when. 

Neither the sentencing of Dr. 
Nassar on Wednesday to 40 to 175 
years in prison, nor the resigna- 
tion of the university president a 
few hours later, quelled the furor. 
Education Secretary Betsy DeVos 
said on Thursday that her depart- 
ment would investigate Michigan 
State’s role, while state legislators 
asked that the university provide 
unredacted records of its investi- 
gations of Dr. Nassar and threat- 
ened to issue subpoenas if the 
school did not swiftly comply. 

At the same time, the state at- 
torney general was preparing his 
own review of the university, a 
United States senator asked for 
congressional hearings, and the 
speaker of the Michigan House 
called for the resignations of the 
university’s trustees, who are 
elected by voters. 

“This is one of the biggest scan- 
dals in the history of our state,” 
said the speaker, Tom Leonard, a 
Republican, who has asked House 
lawyers to review options for re- 
moving trustees if they did not 
quit. “We are dealing with a Big 
Ten university. We are dealing 
with a monster who was a serial 
child molester and rapist who 
may have violated more victims 
than any other rapist in the his- 
tory of our state.” 


Continued on Page A17 


In Diesel Study, 
Real Monkeys, 
But Rigged VW 


By JACK EWING 


FRANKFURT — In 2014, as evi- 
dence mounted about the harmful 
effects of diesel exhaust on human 
health, scientists in an Albuquer- 
que laboratory conducted an un- 
usual experiment: Ten monkeys 
squatted in airtight chambers, 
watching cartoons for entertain- 
ment as they inhaled fumes froma 
diesel Volkswagen Beetle. 

German automakers had fi- 
nanced the experiment in an at- 
tempt to prove that diesel vehicles 
with the latest technology were 
cleaner than the smoky models of 
old. But the American scientists 
conducting the test were unaware 
of one critical fact: The Beetle pro- 
vided by Volkswagen had been 
rigged to produce pollution levels 
that were far less harmful in the 
lab than they were on the road. 

The results were being deliber- 
ately manipulated. 

The Albuquerque monkey re- 
search, which has not been previ- 
ously reported, is a new dimen- 
sion in a global emissions scandal 
that has already forced Volks- 
wagen to plead guilty to federal 
fraud and conspiracy charges in 
the United States and to pay more 
than $26 billion in fines. 

The company admitted to in- 
stalling software in vehicles that 
enabled them to cheat on emis- 
sions tests. But legal proceedings 
and government records show 
that Volkswagen and other Euro- 
pean automakers were also en- 
gaged in a prolonged, well-fi- 
nanced effort to produce academ- 
ic research that they hoped would 
influence political debate and pre- 
serve tax privileges for diesel fuel. 
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‘An Unsustainable Situation’ 
Above, mourning victims of a Turkish 
offensive against the Kurds in Syria. The 
strike complicates U.S. policy. PAGE A6 


Hospital Fire in South Korea 

A fire on Friday at a hospital that is also 
a nursing home killed at least 41 in the 
southern city of Miryang. PAGE A4 


NATIONAL Al2-17 
Back to the Drawing Board 


In a comically scattered district in 
Pennsylvania, few seem to lament a 
court’s order to redraw the state’s ger- 
rymandered political map. PAGE A12 


Scandal Topples Congressman 


Patrick Meehan, Republican of Pennsyl- 
vania, said he wouldn’t seek re-election 
this year after revelations about a 
sexual harassment settlement. PAGE A12 


Deeper Deficit in Puerto Rico 


The island’s leaders said the costly 
devastation from Hurricane Maria 
would make it impossible to pay down 
debt for five years. PAGE A16 


BUSINESS DAY B1-7 


Merger Pain in the Heartland 


Consolidation often creates problems 
for consumers. But it may also reduce 
competition for workers, especially 
outside big cities, stifling wages. PAGE Bl 


A Pro-Management Tilt 

The Trump administration proposes 
demoting civil servants who resolve 
most labor relations cases. PAGE Bl 


NEW YORK A18-21 
Congestion Plan Gets Crowded 


The horse-trading has begun, with 
suggestions piling up on a plan to ease 
congestion in Manhattan. PAGE A18 


SPORTSFRIDAY B8-12 


Cleared by ‘Passionate Kissing’ 
The sprinter Gil Roberts convinced a 


court that his girlfriend’s medication 
caused him to fail a drug test. 


Golden Reprieve for Russians 


Russia is sending 169 athletes to the 
Pyeongchang Games despite being 


barred for state-backed doping. PAGE B8 
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WEEKEND ARTS C1-28 


Designing for Inclusion 

Products for people with disabilities 
have often been ugly but need not be, 
Michael Kimmelman writes. PAGE C19 


Exploring Faith and Art 


“Scenes From the Collection” at the 
Jewish Museum puts visual art, not just 
history, at the museum’s heart. PAGE C19 


EDITORIAL, OP-ED A22-23 


Susan E. Rice 
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